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SATURDAY October 16  -  7 pm   

Garner United Methodist Church 
201 Methodist Dr,  Garner NC 
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   We offer heartfelt Christian sympathy to Jon Peacock  
       and family on the death of Jon’s dad, George Peacock,  
       on Sunday, August 22.  Please keep this family in your  
       prayers. 
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    We recently had a good Staff-Parish Relations Committee meeting in 
which Beth Crissman for Plowpoint shared a lot with us about how 
groups (including churches) work together.  She and her husband have 
spent a lot of time helping churches in transition.  She presented to our 
committee excellent work about the “cycles” which churches go through-
--in an effort to help us all in the transition that the church and the lead 
pastor are undergoing right now. 
 

     The meeting got down right personal when Beth talked about my 
leadership style (and Susan Hobbs’ as well).  I guess that it is obvious 
now that my style is different from my predecessor.  That does not mean 
that my style is better than his---and I certainly want us all to maintain 
respect and appreciation for Bob Redmond!  But his style is different 
than mine—as one would expect in any transition from one pastor to the 
next. 
 

     Having said that, I want it to be clear that my modus operandi of 
leadership was quite clearly articulated through an evaluation tool called 
DISC---and the hour or so that I spent in consultation with Beth.  I am 
what is called a “developer” in that I will listen carefully to the comments 
about needs which are expressed to me---and then I will develop a plan 
to try to meet those needs.  I want everyone to know that I can do that, 
and I have already done that (as you will see in this Connexion and as 
you will read in my weekly TGIF).  But when I present some ideas, or 
plans, even though I have covered some very important matters, and I 
have ownership of those ideas, those ideas can and should be looked at 
and evaluated very carefully with a fine-tooth comb.  I may throw out 
some idea that clearly needs to be more clearly defined.  (There are 
other types of leaders who will endeavor to have every i dotted and t 
crossed before making a presentation).  I’m the type of person who will 
present an idea and hope that others will help to “flesh it out” in some 
detail. 
 

     In the body of Christ, I believe that God has put us together just right 
so that we can use the gifts that God has given us to help one another 
out.  I might be a “dreamer/developer,” but I’ll be the first to admit that 
some details need to be worked out on just about anything that I may 
present.  And then once we put it all together, I want us to work together 
in an effective manner to carry out what I hope will be God’s ultimate 
will.  After all, it is God himself who is the greatest developer!  He’s given 
us freedom to operate some of the details differently, but when we 
submit our will to God’s plan, then we will discover that God will help 
even the details to be worked out just perfectly. 
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                  LADIES BIBLE STUDIES  
  

HELEN SANDERS BIBLE STUDY SET  
   TO  RESUME - Tuesday, September 7th 

 

     The Helen Sanders Bible Study group will resume meeting after the 
summer break on Tuesday, September 7, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 
211.  The Fall study will be entitled "Joy - Love, Faith, Peace" and we 
will be in the Book of Philippians.  Plan to get in on this study with a 
great group of ladies - come join us and invite a friend.   
  
 
 
LADIES MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY HAS MOVED 

 

     Changes are coming to Women’s Monday Night Bible Study—we are 
going to start meeting at 6:30 on TUESDAY night.  Beginning Septem-
ber 7 we will meet for a study of HERE AND NOW—THERE AND 
THEN.  There is another change:  we will not meet on the third Tuesday 
of each month we are in session.  It is an 11 lecture series based on the 
Book of Revelation.  It will be given by Beth Moore but she makes no 
bones about the fact that she’s a fellow seeker to understand this 
book.  She’s attempted to seek the wisdom and knowledge of God-
seeking, God-fearing scholars through multiple commentaries and per-
spectives and, in doing so, she’s attempted to translate some of their 
interpretations into laymen’s terms and applications.  Because we are 
limited to 11 weeks we are forced to leave out so many verses of the 
book but we will find brief weekly assignments to help us keep up the 
reading and broaden some small measure of understanding.  By the 
time we complete these assignments, we will, at least, have successfully 
read all 22 chapters.  In doing so, we are promised a blessing from the 
very opening of the Apocalypse, particularly if you “take to heart what is 
written in it”. (Rev. 1:3) 
 
     Come join us.  The student books are a little less expensive, the 
homework is shorter but the DVD is about one hour and fifteen min-
utes.  Please come join us.  Please contact Gayle Hines at  
gfhines@bellsouth.net or 772-2383 if you are interested.  Books will be 
purchased on September 1 so I must know by then.     Please come join 
us.  We will again be led by Libby Frederick and hope to use the flat 
screen TV to  make our viewing more pleasurable.   
 



 

 

      United Methodist Men 
                                                                    DUKE DAY  

 

    The Conference United Methodist Men is holding its annual Duke Day 
on Saturday, September 25 and the theme is “bring a kid to the game” or 
Share the game – Share your Faith”.  We are inviting kids & teenagers 
who may have not had this kind of opportunity.  We have the bus re-
served and Pastor Bill will be driving it.  We have a list of 20 kids to in-
vite.  They are all from the church and Pastor Bill says he will contact 
their families and give them the ticket.  Costs for other than our 20 spe-
cial guests will be $20 for the game & food.  We need men to accom-
pany the kids to and at the game. 
 

     The Blue Devils host Army in football beginning at 12:00. Our 
speaker this year is Chad Goss, former Alabama Crimson Tide starting 
wide receiver who has a great personal story of overcoming many obsta-
cles as a child and teenager before his life changing journey at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. 
 

     We will have a visit from the Duke Cheerleaders & Blue Devil mascot 
for pictures with the kids. 
 

     Afterwards, we will have a delicious tailgate party consisting of hot 
dogs & hamburgers and all the trimmings. 
 

     Finally, we hope to see Duke beat Army in the football game. 
 

     If you can’t make the game with the kids please consider sponsoring 
one kid for the game ticket and meal at the cost of $20. 
 

     Please call me if you have any questions.       

     Ricky Hines  
     772-2383 (h) 
     772-7998 (w) 
     rgmhines@bellsouth.net 

 
 

 
The Men are Singing Again!!!! 

 

 
We would like to invite all men who like to sing to join the Men’s 
Ensemble for their next rehearsals. We will be rehearsing on 
Thursdays, September 9th, 16th and 23rd and singing in the ser-
vices on September 26th. Rehearsals start at 7:00 and end at 8:30 
and we always enjoy a great time of fellowship and singing. Come 
join us. 

 

 

 
    

                            Disciple 1  
 

     Disciple I, which is the basic 34 week study of the Bible, will be taught 
by the pastor starting at 6:30 on Thursday evenings in Room 211.  After 
the initial orientation, which will be on September 9, the course requires 
that we meet for 2.5 hours a week.  Each week, we will read through the 
proscribed readings of Scripture and will cover about 80% of the Bible 
during that time.  Sign-up sheets will be at the TIKI Hut.  If there is an 
interest, the pastor is also willing to teach a daytime version of Disciple I 
as well.  We all need to read and be familiar with the Word of God! 

Concert for Ryan Epps Home in Haiti 
     Garner UMC has the privilege of hosting a fundraising concert for the 
Ryan Epps Home for Children on September 17.  The Home, which is in 
Croix de Bouquet, Haiti, will be visited in the Fall by the Bishop and 
Cabinet who will form a work team that will be helping in the construction 
of the new facility there.  The old home was heavily damaged by the 
January 2010 earthquake.  Come out, hear some good music, and be 
ready to help underwrite the effort to help the people in Haiti.  The 
concert will begin in the CLC at 7:00 PM that evening. 
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(Children’s Ministries Continued) �� �

As you can see from this article, the youngest members of our congregation are precious 
and are currently in need of ministry volunteers at GUMC.    
 

Right now we are seeking more volunteers for our babies and toddlers.   We are asking 
for a commitment of once every 6-8 weeks for help in the nursery or Toddler room.  
Please contact Lynn Naylor our nursery coordinator at 989-6000  or email  
ljnaylor_2000@yahoo.com  and let her know the precious little ones at GUMC can 
count on you. 
         

In addition we are struggling for volunteers in our Children’s Church program for our 
kids ages 3, 4, 5, and 6.   We are in need of volunteers that can teach or assist on either a 
monthly or even quarterly basis.   Please help us nurture these children by spending one 
hour during JOG or 11:00 service doing a craft, sharing a Bible story, and serving a 
snack.   The curriculum and materials are provided but we need helpers that want to 
share their time with the children.   Please contact Kat at 359-8344 or  
katlewisgumc@gmail.com. 
 

Nursery News: 
If you have recently passed by our infant nursery you have seen the under-construction 
sign!  Many of you may not have realized but our nursery not only serves infants during 
our Sunday services and will be used on Wednesday night too but also serves .toddlers 
and preschoolers in the ESL program during the week.    For this reason we had to do 
some creative thinking to provide storage to keep baby equipment clean and ready dur-
ing the week but provide a safe fun space for toddlers during the week.   We want to 
thank Ed Woolson and Fritz Sterling for building our new wall of storage in the infant 
room.   Now we have a whole wall of storage that holds two cribs, two exersaucers, 
bouncy seats, bedding and more.  In addition ESL now has a safe cabinet for all their 
toddler toys and supplies put up away from our crawling infants.  We are excited about 
the new look of the room and the cleanliness it will provide for the precious babies in 
our church.   Lyn Naylor, our nursery coordinator is calling it a “baby shower” for the 
church.   Items needed are receiving blankets, burp cloths, changing pads, small wash-
able toys, crib sheets, baby wipes, and bibs.   These items can be placed in the chil-
dren’s ministry box outside the elevator. 
 

VBS----Thank you! 
Heather and Kat wish to thank everyone that helped with the High Seas Adventure this 
summer here at GUMC.   From our wonderful storyteller, to craft and game leaders, to 
meal providers, and group leaders GUMC stepped up to provide a wonderful experience 
for the children!   As always the youth really jumped in to assist in so many areas and 
we couldn’t have done it without your help!   We want to especially thank Barbara 
Meador for leading our children in song at VBS and on Sunday morning August 8th!  
Even Pastor Bill joined in the fun as Captain Jack and his wife, Jean closed out our 
night each week with singing, a skit, or a Bible verse for the kids! 
 

The children not only learned more about God’s message of Love, but shared with oth-
ers through our mission outreach project where we provided blankets crafted with love 
to families in Africa through Group Ministry.   In addition the kids raised $165 to pur-
chase those blankets.   (FYI for the kids…the boys raised  $84 while the girls donated a 
generous $81 and  although competition is fun, the best joy is knowing that someone 
will stay warmer at night because the kids at GUMC cared!!) 
 



 

 

���������� Children’s Ministries  

                7 Reasons Why Your Church Nursery Service  
      Is Vital To Your Church 

    by Tony Kummer  
 
 
 

Too often serving in the church nursery can seem like a thankless job, but it 
should not be that way. With that in mind, I offer these following 7 reasons why 
serving in the church nursery is important. 
 
Reason #1  
God is in the church nursery. This may come as a shock, but the Bible has spe-
cific promises about God’s presence when children are welcomed and loved in 
Jesus’ name.  
 

Reason #2  
Your service in the church nursery allows church goers to focus on worship, 
rather than worrying about their children. In a very real sense your ministry 
makes it possible for the pastor to fulfill his ministry. 
 

Reason #3  
The first (and sometimes lasting) feelings a child will have toward church is 
formed in the nursery department. While not everyone agrees, I believe that a 
positive experience in the church nursery is essential. 
 

Reason #4  
When you serve in the nursery, you are being entrusted with the most important 
(and vulnerable) members of the church family. There is no greater treasure on 
this side of heaven than the little ones God has given us. You must be someone 
special to have a job that is so important. 
 

Reason #5  
Your service is essential for your own spiritual growth. You may have never 
looked at it this way, but a growing Christian is always a serving Christian. Je-
sus was known for putting others first, when you serve in the church nursery 
you are walking in his example. 
 

Reason #6  
The church nursery is the first contact young families will have with your church. 
Your friendly greeting and exceptional care for their children can make a great 
first impression for your church. If they don’t feel like their children are safe, they 
will not return - and rightly so. 
 

Reason #7  
Your service in the church nursery is a powerful opportunity for prayer. If every 
nursery worker would spend several minutes praying over the children in their 
care, imagine how God might begin to change this coming generation. There is 
no better way to create an environment of spiritual nurture than to pray while 
you serve in the nursery.                                                
                                                                                                         (Continued) 
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CD MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  

Sept.   5 Patty Moore  
Sept.    12 Dwan Upchurch 
Sept.    19 Fred Hines 
Sept..   26  Peggy Lanier 
    

VISITOR MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS 
Sept.     5 Harriet Wright  
Sept.    12 Libby Frederick  
Sept.    19 Missy Colborn 
Sept.    26 Martha Liles 
                               

                                    GREETERS 

Sept.     5 Patty Moore, Joe Koon, Carl Prevatte 
Sept.    12   Kim Chandler, Greg Byars, Allen Curtis    
Sept.    19 Kathy Valentine, Judy Roach, Harriet Wright 
Sept.    26  Allen Curtis, Edna Reynolds, Larry Chandler,  
                       Missy Colborn 
 

OFFERING COUNTING TEAM 
Sept.     5  Charles Frederick, Bob Creed, Patty Moore 
Sept.    12 Amy Chalk, Cathy Roth, Linette Horn  
Sept.    19 Richard Godfrey, Mary Margaret McLeod, Carlene Lucas 
Sept.    26 Barry Nickalson, Joe Koon, Cheryl Grissom 
     

 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  

Sept.     5 Linda Hobgood, Teacher; Michelle Henderson, Amy Grady, 
                       Chris Waters, Assistants  
Sept,    12 Sandy Montgomery, Teacher; Emily Chalk, Assistant 
Sept.    19    Ellen Chalk 
Sept.    26 Jill Mikulecky, Teacher; Alex Hagwood, Assistant 
 

ACOLYTES 
Sept.     5  Sarah Colborn, Catie Colborn 
Sept.    12 Makaela Meador, Lily Burdick 
Sept.    19 Sophie Carey, Grayson Carey 
Sept.    26 Jack Montgomery, Harrison Singleton 
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          Wonderful Wednesdays  
 

     Beginning the Wednesday after Labor Day, we will start Wonderful 
Wednesdays---an opportunity to gather on Wednesday nights at the 
church for a meal in the CLC which will be followed by a number of 
opportunities for persons to “break out” into their particular areas of 
ministry.  For example, a number of things already happen on 
Wednesdays in the Fall—like Choir, youth Bible Studies, other adult 
Bible Studies, hand bells, Mrs. Joanne's Bible Study, men’s basketball, 
just to name a few.   All of those events will continue, but we will have 
other ongoing opportunities for children and an additional Bible Study 
taught by Pastor Bill (and occasional guests).  Our children's program, 
Faith Weaver Friends, will move from Sunday night to Wednesday 
night.  Clowning and Clogging will be held just before dinner.  
 

          Menus will be planned and posted ahead of time and you will be 
asked to register your attendance on-line or at the TIKI Hut by the 
previous Sunday so meal plans can be finalized. Dinner will begin at 
5:45 PM and end by 6:30.  The cost of the meal will be $5 for adults and 
$3 for children.  There will be a kid friendly meal as well!!   For the 
children and for the special Bible Study, we will be through by 7:30 PM 
so that all concerned can get home at a reasonable time before a 
school/work day. This should be a great opportunity to get together so 
we better know and appreciate each other! 
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1/4  BBQ Chicken 
 Green Beans 

 Potatoes  
Roll  

 Dessert 
 

Join us in the Christian Life 
Center after worship for Allen 

Curtis’ freshly grilled BBQ 
Chicken 

 
Donations accepted to help 

fund Pilgrimage and Don Lee 
for the Youth 

 

 

�
         

     

      In conjunction with Governor Bev Perdue’s proclamation of the biannual 
cleanup period, the Town of Garner is pleased to sponsor the Fall 2010 Garner 
Litter Sweep on Saturday, September 18, 2010.  We are excited about the op-
portunity to strengthen our community bonds, reinforce our hometown pride, 
and all be involved in keeping the Garner streets beautiful.  The Town is en-
couraging all members of the community especially civic groups and churches 
to participate.  This is an excellent way to give  to our community. 

     Volunteers that do not already have an assigned street will be grouped and 
assigned an area the day of the event.  All volunteers will be provided bags and 
vests to wear during the cleanup and a t-shirt for participating.  Town of Garner  
Public Works will pick up the bags after the event. 

     Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. at Lake Benson Park at the big shelter 
for the Litter Sweep on Saturday, September 18th, 2010.  Volunteers are en-
couraged to pre-register by contacting Jaclyn Sumner at (919) 773-4421 or 
jsumner@garnernc.gov for the Litter Sweep.  Please feel free to contact her if 
you have any questions.  Thanks for your continued leadership on making Gar-
ner “a great place to be.” 

 

First Impressions 
     During July and August we have taken several steps to enhance the ways 
we welcome newcomers into Garner UMC.   
  

     Our Information Center, TIKI (Take It, Know It) Hut, is in place, stocked with 
lots of information about our facility, our programs, our ministries and our wor-
ship services.  Friendly volunteers are staffing the Hut on Sunday mornings and 
a staff member is available to offer assistance when needed. Welcome bags 
are available for first-time visitors to pick up so they can read information about 
our church and enjoy a home-baked goody and a GUMC mug.  We have 
“recruited” more greeters so that all who enter will get a personal welcome as 
they arrive on Sunday. Directional signs for the interior and exterior of the build-
ing have been ordered so that signage makes it easier for visitors to find the 
right entrances and rooms. 
 

We still need help with this effort so consider serving as a volunteer to make a 
good “first impression. How? 

Be a greeter ------- Staff the TIKI Hut ------ 
Make baked goodies for our welcome bags  ---------  Usher ——— 

Be a part of our Visitor Ministry Team  
(send notes or emails welcoming visitors) 

Contact Martha Liles, 919-616-6457 or martha@rand-bryanhouse.com  to learn 
more about the ways you can be involved! 
                                                                                      …..Martha Liles 
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    In Spanish, that translates to “classes begin”. On September 1, many of our  
neighbors take advantage of the opportunity to learn English in the classrooms  
at your church.  Those who speak Spanish, French or Japanese (or other 
languages) have the opportunity to participate in Wake Tech’s free English as a 
Second Language (ESL) classes. We offer 6 classrooms 4 days each week for 
this program and also provide childcare. 
     Thanks to all of you who give to Celebrate so that we can continue to pay off 
the debt on our building which provides space for outreach programs as well as 
other ministries. Your gifts make a difference!  
 
         
 
 
         
  

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
                               

                          FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSIT Y!!! 
 

     Financial Peace University:  Starting at Sunday September 12 (5-7pm), 
Garner UMC will offer Dave Ramsey's Biblically-based course Financial Peace 
University.  Our last FPU Class that ended in July eliminated ov er $50k in 
debt in just 13 weeks.    
 

      In today's economy I'm sure most of us would like to learn more about or 
even improve our personal financial situation.  Did you know that there are over 
800 Scriptures regarding personal finance?  FPU teaches stewardship and how 
to manage 100% of what God has given.  Over a course of 13 weeks Dave 
Ramsey will teach on various areas including saving, dumping debt, and 
planning for the future.    
 

     There will be a free 30 minute preview meeting at 5:30pm in the Church 
Library on August 24th and 31st.  We will also be opening the first lesson to 
anyone that would like to attend as long as they RSVP.  If you are interested in 
learning more please join us for one of the upcoming preview meetings or 
contact Brant Spesshardt at 816-2589 or  Brant@BrantSpesshardt.com��
��������������������������������������������������� �������������������#�����	����$����  
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Meal Packaging Event 
September 19, 2010 @ 2:00PM 
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In memory of Gene Chandler, Randy Chandler’s father,  

the Chancel Choir has made a contribution to the Music Fund to  
purchase new anthems.   

 

In memory of Rev. R. E. L. Moser, Charles & Alyce Poole have made  
a contribution to the Music  Fund.  

 

In memory of Bob Mitchell the following contributions have been made to: 
 

Heart full of Love Fund 
Dennis & Dot Wilson 

 

Memorial Fund 
Nick & Sylvia Harrison 

Sherral Eddins 
 

Heart Full of Love 
Adult Fellowship Class 

Ruby Hobby 
 

���	����	����	����	� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
In honor Sallie Lane, the Adult Fellowship Class has made a  

contribution to the Heart Full of Love Fund.  
 

In honor of Annette Pate the Adult Fellowship Class has made a  
contribution to the Heart Full of Love Fund. 

 

In honor of Pastor Bill, Al Sutton, and other good Samaritans who removed the 
big tree that fell in her yard, Lucille Stevens has made a contribution to the 

Building Fund. 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������-� ��	����
���	���.��-� ��	����
���	���.��-� ��	����
���	���.��-� ��	����
���	���.�� ����
Carolyn Harris 
Annette Pate 

Rudine McGee 
Martha Lawrence 

Joey McCullen 
Bobby Thompson 
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      Just a note to our church family to express our thanks for all the prayers, 
cards, letters, visits, food and offers to assist us.  My months of pre-operative 
pain has been replaced by God-given freedom of pain and suffering.  We are 
looking forward to rejoining you soon.                 … The W. B. Knight Family 
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      Gene and I would like to thank all of our church family for their love and  
support during our recent illnesses.   The prayers, cards, calls and visits were 
an inspiration to us.  A special thanks to Pastor Bill for being with us during 
Gene’s surgery.  We thank God for each and everyone of our GUMC family.   
                                                                                                …  Frances Anderson 



 

 

 

Youth Praise Band 
 

     Our Youth Praise Band, Spoken 4, has undergone some transitions---
as some of the Band has simply “aged out” of youth.  Lorraine Jordan 
Langdon has offered excellent leadership to this group and wants the 
band to continue to offer its ministry to the Church.  But, as we all know, 
she travels a great deal with her own band which leaves her out-of-town 
when the band needs to practice.  Recently, Lorraine suggested that the 
Youth Ministry use some of the funds that she had previously given for 
this youth band to be used to hire Robert Hunter, Jr. as the new director 
of the youth band.  The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
agreed to let Robert serve in this capacity –as he is obviously very gifted 
in leading that band.  The SPRC was concerned that it looks like the 
church is hiring another employee when we are struggling to pay the 
salaries of the persons we have as well as our apportionments.  How-
ever, the SPRC agreed that the funds have already been given for that 
purpose some time ago.  So, Robert will begin work with the band in the 
near future---as long as there is adequate funding in that separate ac-
count. 
 

Get Out of the Boat! 
 

     John Ortberg wrote a book entitled If You Want to Walk on Water, 
You Have to Get out of the Boat.  The theme of the book is to trust in 
God in the same magnificent way in which Peter trusted in Jesus when 
he stepped out of the boat to walk on water.  The pastor has ordered 
books for the staff which will be using it as its next devotional guide. In 
addition, the pastor will be conducting a special Bible Study with church 
leaders based on this book for six Sundays beginning on September 12 
at the church at 6:15 PM.  The study will be for one hour and will be 
open to all persons who are church leaders and who want to be included 
in this study.   The overall purpose of the study is to work together to  
envision what God would want us to do here at Garner UMC. 
Based on the theme of the book is a campaign which is working itself 
through our Finance Committee and the Board of Trustees.  There are a 
number of things around the church facilities that need to be updated---
some of which will require an investment of money.  By the end of Sep-
tember, we will have a clear list of needs which will be prioritized.  In the 
meantime, the Finance Committee authorized the Board of Trustees to 
move forward with these priorities:  renovations of the nursery area; 
signage throughout the church buildings; and, the purchase of an AED 
to be placed in the CLC. 

 

 

 (Continued...A Word on Stewardship) 
 

Who wants to se a sign which I saw recently on a church window: No worship  today 
because of outstanding bills that have not been paid.        
 

      Thirdly, we cannot afford to cut back on outreach.  I thought I was going to come to 
Garner and tell you-all about outreach.  Except in a few areas which we can do better (I 
hope for us to support an overseas missionary and take some mission trips overseas, for 
example), I am so impressed with the various ways in which people are involved with 
hands-on mission opportunities here.  But, what we often do not see is where our 
“conference obligations” go.  We used to call them the church’s “fair share.”  It’s a 
share of what the United Methodist Church is doing throughout the world.  It’s fair be-
cause all United Methodist Churches share in the opportunity to give to make a differ-
ence.  Let me ask you to do this if you have computer access: go to www.umc.org and 
start clicking on the various ministries of our church.  Particularly look at  
www.umc-gbgm.org and see the places throughout the world where God’s people are 
learning about Jesus and his love because we gave a few dollars.  OK, so it’s more than 
a “few dollars”—it’s thousands of dollars.  
 

      In truth, when our dollars are added to the dollars of others and we work together, 
Jesus takes what we have and multiplies it even more.  We simply need to do our part—
and Jesus will do what he did when he fed 5000 people.  He will take and bless and 
multiply what we give to achieve God’s glorious kingdom. 
In my short time here, I have already fallen in love with this Church---its fellowship, its 
witness, its outreach, and yes, even its facilities.  The biggest asset is the people---the 
body of Christ.  Truly what many people do is extraordinary in every regard.  Truly God 
has blessed us as a people in remarkable ways---including our possessions that God 
wants us to enjoy.  Our response to what Jesus has done for us is to respond in the bibli-
cal manner that we all know—and which we need to be educated continually: to be-
come tithers; to give the first fruits to God (the best should be given to God, not the 
leftovers); and to realize that the ones to whom God has richly blessed, God expects 
even more proportionately. 
 

     Our God will help us to overcome this giving trend.  As pastor, I must take responsi-
bility in this area.  I believe that giving to God’s kingdom is a deeply spiritual disci-
pline.  I will lead by example by tithing and by doing with less in the way of salary if 
necessary. I will be positive about the steps that we have taken in the children’s and 
youth area already in just two months.  I will continually share the word about our stew-
ardship needs until I feel that we fully understand the situation that we are in.  I will 
promise you that we will be good stewards over all that God has given us---and that 
every penny that is given to our church will be accounted for and that all spending will 
be transparent in every way. 
 

      I cannot do it alone---nor can anyone else.  But when we work together under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, great things He will do.  May God bless us all as we recom-
mit ourselves to be good stewards over all He has given to us. 
Bill Haddock, lead pastor and a part of the body of Christ which is Garner United Meth-
odist Church.         ...Rev. Bill Haddock 

God created this world and has given us everything that  
we need out of his abundant love for us…  



 

 

(Continued...A Word on Stewardship ) 
 

     A church budget to help us understand that there are presently expenses that we feel 
are essential for the life of God’s Church here at Garner UMC.  I invite you to obtain a 
copy of that budget from the Church office. 
 

     Churches have bills to pay just like any other business.  That’s right, Progress En-
ergy and AT&T consider us to be a business and neither cuts us any slack.  In fact, for 
most things, we pay the higher business rate.  But common business sense tells us that if 
we spend more than we receive, it eventually will catch up to us.  
 

     So where do we go from here?  The response that we normally make as Church lead-
ers is to say to staff something like “quit spending.”  So things like Bible School, or the 
purchase of paper products, or paint for a room is something for which we are supposed 
to cut back.  But to run an effective Bible School, for example, there are some expenses 
that occur.  Do we charge a 5 year old child and her family for Bible School?  No.  Do 
we ask for staff that is spending their time to make sure some of these programs occur 
without a hitch to spend their own income on the project at hand.  We shouldn’t. 
 

     I am resisting the temptation to recommend that we further cut back the budget in 
hard times.  If anything, in tough times there are even more opportunities to be in wit-
ness to Jesus Christ.  A church like ours cannot do everything, but we can have a large 
impact on God’s people.  We can be a beacon in the midst of the storms---and persevere 
even as we go forth carefully.  So, pretend that you were at the next Finance Committee 
meeting when we start to talk about our budget and we start to say once again, “it’s time 
to cut.”  Just what would you suggest that we cut? Which of these three areas would you 
cut: will it be staffing; building maintenance; or outreach? 
 

     Please don’t suggest that we cut the staff.  I have inherited just the greatest staff one 
can ever imagine.  They might think I’m pushing them hard (and I am), but I know that 
the children, youth, and adults of this church deserve the best programs possible.  You 
deserve a word from the LORD on Sunday mornings at “church,” but you also deserve 
that word to be expressed at the bedside, in the hospital, or in a retreat setting.  You 
deserve the very best music every week.  You deserve the very best God has to offer at 
any given time.  The fact is that once again our staff probably will be asked to forgo a 
salary increase (most of our employees have not had a salary increase in several years)
—and someone may suggest that we cut out something.  But we’re talking about the 
face of our congregation here.  I ask you, what person and program would you cut?  
Secondly, we cannot afford to cut back on building maintenance.  The fact is that we 
have some old parts in our building which are used frequently that simply need atten-
tion.  Even the “new part” is showing wear.  We’ve had several things go haywire re-
cently from air conditioning to a “boiler” (that’s the name for a humongous hot water 
heater these days) to sound equipment.  If it’s made by the hands of humans, it will ei-
ther break down or become obsolete before we know it.  In addition to paying down our 
debt on the new part of the church, we have to maintain and improve what we have.  
Just keeping our lights on cost us over $7000 last month.  I would hate to have a special 
offering every time something broke or each time the electricity bill came. This part of 
the budget literally helps us “keep the doors open.”  Who among us wants to shut the 
doors on a Monday evening when dozens of our folks involved with Scouting show  
up?   Who wants to close the doors to AA or HOPE or to Pre-School or Track-Out or to 
Adult Day Care—many of which do pay some sort of “use of building fee.”  
 
                                                                   (Continued ...A Word on Stewardship)  

 

 

 

 

       



Make plans to attend our dinner/auction and  

help raise funds for our new mini-bus. 
We’ll have lots of great items including vacations to Cancun, Sugar 

Mountain and Shenandoah Valley, saltwater fishing trips, gift certifi-
cates, various works of art, valuable coins, homemade cakes and  

sports memorabilia! 
 

September 11 in the CLC 
 

5:30 Silent Auction bidding begins 
           6:30 Dinner catered by TGI Fridays - $10 

7:00 Live Auction 
 

OUR GOAL $22,000 
 

Purchase tickets at the auction table in the gathering area on  
September 5 or stop by the church office.  
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College/ Young Adult Bible Study  .  Bible study meets 
each Sunday evening at 7:30 PM at the parsonage, home of Bill & 
Jean Haddock.  The fall study is the Gospel of John led by Pastor 
Bill.   
 
 

Addresses Needed – Please call the church office and make sure 
we have your college address. 



 

 

 
 

LIFE LINE SCREENING TO GUMC!!! 
 

Life Line Screenings will be coming to Garner church offering a multitude 
of preventative, non invasive health screenings on Friday 01 October, 
2010.  Life Line Screening does have to charge a fee for these screen-
ings and you do have to sign up BEFORE hand to be screened.  In order 
for you to fully understand and ask some questions about these screen-
ings, GUMC's very own Linda Sterling, RN, will be available from 9 AM 
till 1 PM on BOTH 03 and 10 September, 2010.  Also on SUNDAY 19 
September, 2010 at ALL three services (8:30, 10:30, 11 AM) Mrs. Diane 
Beaudet, a Life Line Screening rep, will be manning a table in the gath-
ering area to allow you to ask questions or to actually sign up as 
well.  There will be five (5) tests offered at GUMC and they are:  Stroke/
Carotid Artery Screening, Heart Rhythm Screening, Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm Screening, Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening and an Os-
teoporosis Risk Assessment Screening.   If you wish to sign up early or 
to see more info about Life Line Screening, please feel free to visit their 
web site at  http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community-partners. 

 
 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

  

UMW CALENDAR STARTS TO FILL UP!  The summer break 
is almost over and all ladies of the church are invited to become a part of 
the United Methodist Women - beginning with the Salad Supper/Fall 
Meal.  This popular event will be Thursday evening, September 9, at 
6:00 p.m. in the CLC.  Our guests will be Helen Little and several 
other people who were in Haiti in January when the earthquake hit that 
country.  They will share with us where they were, what they heard and 
saw before hastily leaving Haiti after the earthquake.  All ladies and wel-
come to this meal and program.  Come to see what our UMW is all 
about. 
  

                All of the Circles will be meeting and beginning their Fall 
schedules.  We have a new Ladies' Link newsletter ready, new hand-
books also ready and new information at the Tiki Hut on the Cir-
cles.  This Fall/Winter season promises to be full, fun and an inspiration 
to all UMW ladies.  So, ladies, get ready to mark your calendars for this 
busy time of the year! 

 

 

 

A Word on Stewardship... 
 

     This is a special edition of TGIF....a message that I ask will be a part of your prayer 
life:  God created this world and has given us everything that we need out of his abun-
dant love for us.  Even though we might question why it happens that our economy is 
faltering (we’re all caught up in that to some degree), it is comforting to know that the 
Lord will give us our “daily bread.”  Out of the abundance of what he has given to us, 
the Lord has required his people to “bring the tithe to the storehouse” (see Micah )—not 
because of an obligation that we have to give, but as a thanksgiving for providing us 
what we need. 
 

     I firmly believe that God has richly blessed us as a Church at Garner United Method-
ist Church.  Individuals and families have been blessed in innumerable ways.  And yet, I 
must say that the financial needs that we have as a church family are not being currently 
met.  Yes, we are being blessed with spiritual blessings a plenty---and yet when it 
comes to giving the tithe to the Lord, it is quite clear that we are not bringing all of it to 
God’s storehouse. Even though the trend of our giving has been going down for some 
time, it has become acutely serious this summer.  I am sending out this letter in the 
hopes that you will clearly understand where we are and then think about how you and 
your family might respond.  As some wise wit is fond of saying “we’re having a cash 
flow problem because the cash ain’t flowing!” 
 

     To be quite honest, I am not surprised that this Church or any Church would have 
some financial difficulties.  Quite frankly, there are families within our own congrega-
tion who are deeply in debt, or do not presently have a job.  The rest of us who are em-
ployed are anxious because we could be the next person who loses his job.  John 
Wesley’s adage to “earn all you can, save all you can, and give all you can” seems to 
have been turned into “earn it if you can, save it after you’ve paid your bills, and give 
when you have something left.”  
 

     So, when we face a financial crisis in the body of believers, there are often some 
things that we must do.  First we worry---even though Jesus’ disciples were sent into the 
world with little or nothing.  We forget that Jesus stated that the lilies of the field flour-
ish because of God’s loving provision.  But we become worried---and are often worried 
that others are not similarly worried.  And then we cut out whatever “extraneous” things 
in our budget that we can—which, of course, is a short term band aid effect. 
 

     I must say that I serve a God who has the “cattle on a thousand hills,” and we need to 
honor him as Lord and King!  God, Jehovah Jireh, will provide.  So, in one sense, I 
truly am not worried---but I am concerned that maybe someone does not quite get the 
message that we need to hear.  That is, for some time now, we as a Church, we have 
simply been spending more money than we are taking in.  How have we survived?   It’s 
because we have been able to use memorial gifts when those funds align with matching 
needs that the Church has. The cold hard fact is that we have been using some of those 
funds that have been sitting in our bank account for things that we have needed a long 
time.  Some of those things are tangible.  In the near future, we will see new work that 
has been done in the nursery, new signs throughout our complex, an AED installed, and 
renovations that are happening in the youth area. All of this is possible because we can 
and should spend the money given for the reasons it was given.  But we cannot use 
these funds to pay staff salaries or to turn on the air conditioning.  We have established  
       

                                                                               (A Word on Stewardship Cont.)  


